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| THE “TIMES” CORRESPONDENT \t 


AND THE FIGHT ON THE. 


(By A pepe CORRESPONDENT.) 

For some Years past the foreign newspapers in | f4> 
China have persistently called the attention oftheir |} 4 
readers to the abusive, inaccurate and misleading |} ;, 
statements of the Engli — ing ||. 

events and matters in — in Far Cathay, |! 
and, giving the writers benefit of the doubt, | 
have placed it to the account of their ignorance. || 
It must, however, by this time be pretty plain to | 
all who read the accounts in the English papers || ' 
, —particularly the 7##mes—of the Franco-Chinese | 
embroglio, that they have been written with the | 


_ express of misleading the English public 
“and feeveniea the toneeeiant designs of vicious || 
_men. The local and provincial press have taken |) 
their cue from the Zimes and other $ | 


“obvious if we are to judge by the telegrams sengq | 
by the 7imes’ correspondent in China }} 
We the operations of the French on the River |, 
Min. To those who know anything of the | 
‘Matter, it is manifest that this gentleman must [fj 
have allowed his imagination to run riot with | 


a ven ; for, with the exception of the }) 
fact hat the French commenced hostilities | 
pgs 
the 


; 


7 


king were far, very far, 
whole truth, and : 

an extent was his perversion of the truth carried, 

that the French were averse to granting him any } 
facilities to go to the front, even had he particu- | receive, 
larly wished to risk his precious life there. The |) gro gwo. 
[ergeneanh = ot lb slice ' that we 

is reports twenty miles away. : 
this seenauiable text he cannot have faile 


| nary specimen of poor humanity, but a 
avis, a phenomenon, in fact. 

The question then Tt serve what 
or particular purpose, were these most vi 
roll bled sent? Was it 


correspondent present. 
A to.suit-the particular bias of his employers, 
of the Zimes? Ifso, what a 
organ of truth the Zimes must be! I 
credulous 


} viously been 


“Canton desperadoes, ahd carried stinkpots, and | ¢xC¢ss. 


hills" at the back of the Arsenal, Krupp 
bey yo were mounted gre same way as they struck foreign houses on 


: cay to advantage to fire on the French fleet. 
uns 


aie and all the latest approvéd) gs by ne vader ge ust ——— Seer .20et 
instruments | Captain of ¢ inese, corvette Va 
Sir W.. Woe and informed him that he (Admiral Coure 
“should commence: hostilities at 2 p.m. the 
, day. Owing to strong gales of wind 
m ei prevailing on the 22nd, Admiral Courbet 
could have sunk any of the v informed the Captain of the Vang Woo 
fleet. Properly handled, these two ships \that he should not commence hostilities before 
alone have made the position too hot for the |2 p.m. on the 23rd. It will thus be seen that 
French. I am not alone in this opinion, for one, no advantage was taken, no sudden pony = 
of the senior officers of H.M.S. Champion ex made by the French. The Chinese were in- 


pressed these vigws on several occasions to ' formed of the exact time when firing would com- 


different persons.” ‘The Chinese had also twelve’ mente. f impartial readers will into con- 
guns ive of which could be fred om one side, opposed to him they wil no doubt, think that 
E of these vessels was extra manned with Admiral Courbet carried his ideas of honor to 

id ca iss. One ioe Sere ne — 
iqui boos. ; the most scrupulous on the point of honor. It 
pe reese Baca inks theate eonbonte ,will be seen 08 the ietilie that Admiral’ 
the fact that the greater rtofthe shots that struck, "Courbet intended to commence with the seven 
and several times hu » | vessels “and two torpedo boats. Not one of 
° his fleet could withstand the shot of either 
‘of the Armstrong boats, nor could he be 
‘Vat all certain of any other vessel coming. The 
writer has been informed from the most reliable 
sources that the Admiral had no communication 
. with any of the vessels outside for three days, 
.|Luckly the 7riomphante appeared on the 
| scene, and she came steaming up past the entire 
ry. shipping just as the fight commenced. 

, | 1 have given you an account of the fight as 
}seen and confirmed in -every detail by several 


crews there : | eye-witnesses, and by the officers of the French 
had oe voc Logi ese hea aay ose | fleet since. ° The French opened fire at exactly 


performed their part 2 p.m., and in seven and a half minutes the fight 
the slightest nA son — sm ggg wns yer so far as the Chinese foreign-built fleet 
i . . 


ped nae ging to the foreign-built was Goncerned. In five minutes more the whole 
fleet 


of the war-junks were totally destroyed, and in 
he — ea - — fifte rninaeas the fight was altogether over so far 


as_ well gly 
as the forces afloat were concerned. It may 
launches belonging fle Arseval, and | he that in the excitement unnecessary shots 
- deal os 8 |, Chinese were armed | were fired by the excited French gunneés, for it 


truction amongst the French 
: must be remembered that they were still 
fleet, and innumerable junks and cargo-boats | der the galling fire rs the forts. and 


Ww masked batteries, and the heavy guns from 
ee. ie g noes Hpowr with powder, the hills, with whieh vot ahehiaeert taken atthe 
will thus be seen that the @e ath ities Mmadl French fleet; and it was only by carefully watch- 

) & irig the aren from the oy they could ~~ 

| . ; ; af certain wherethey were po and return the 

8 so — aes Repos = err hg the fire and silence them. In forty minutes fring 

“a saragpelgghe Beet Guns, 08 the top  opated, extept. at intervals when it became 

: ; necessary to ce some gun. The gunners ~ 
in several of the Chinese houses gucs of mail 2, 'he French bet cannot be too highly “praised 

: : : or their ski 

po lth ge ee Bad gt pot-shots with | second shot when the object to be fired at could 

occasionally amoi ill, and on the be seen.” It miny be that pieces of exploding 

shells struck some of the Chinese houses, in the 


) where they c | Manoi Point and Losing!sland ; but there was not 


a single instance of any Chinese houses or 
He heving Sow fired at Pesan pea. The 
, : ustoms prem 3 ngs re- 
below the Customs. Anearth battery was thrown | -.ived several ata te Triomphante, and 
up on the 21st and finished on the 23rd in time | \ uid have been wed tut tor Oeltze, 
to take part in the action. It has been computed | wo informed the captain of the vessel that 

: ay nS | foreigners lived there: The 
hodies ut | entirely to blame for this, a6 tt 
te _ hese flag flying, and the 


7 


- , wa i. i 
r- phante was a “ep te in the port. There would 
; iV 
not 


r 


have been but fe és lost in the foreign-built 


Py Sa 
ing > taken into a ok Chinese fleet h the brave (?) commander- 
fe’ Chinese had the Arsenal, and | in-chief sent on board each of the vessels on the 
yen to bring forward any fresh suppliesshou!ld | morning of the 23rd a number of Chinese soldiers 
equired, and there werealsothe large and | who knew nothing of ships, and when the officers 


heavily armed forts throughout the river below. and crews took to their boats and the water, these 
Front the foregoing statement of the Chinese | ed men were left to bear the brunt of the fight. 
forces afi@at and on shore, considerably under |The simple factsare, that neither officers nor crews 
the your readers will be able to wished or intended to fight, nor would they have 


in Piety fair idea of the work Admiral Cour- stayed by the ships at all but for the frightful 


bet te ; hand when he undertook to make re- alternative—death at once on shore. ey 
prisals gn the River Min, The French fleet un- | therefore chose the lesser of two evils, and made 
der his Sommand on the 21st of August, com- all their ions accordingly. ey could 


» “Mp all,” seven vessels—the Duguay | not leave without firing their guns once, so they 
y) & ist-class cruiser, the Vi//ars and had to take their chance of the first fire of the 
‘@ing, corvettes, the Volta,a sloop fly “French. For days before the fight each man 
ag. and the gunboats -Viferé, | had his piece of board or wood ready to assist in - 
+, besides two small torpedo keeping him afloat in the water. The only boats 


a 


53 


shore weeks before the fight. All those. 
‘escaped the first fire of the French with and 

) lives, and were not disabled, took to the w ito strike 

| immediately after firing off their guns. 

a even did not fire the guns before clearing 
This has all been made public, . 
wonderful things have ee in 
since the 23rd of August. Many oft 

and sailors who were killed in the 

drowned when their vessels were sunk, have 
come back to life again! You may meet two of 
the brave captains who were reported to have 
or down with their vessels fighting to the last! 

ith but few exceptions, those that were killed. 
by the first French fire were the poor soldiers ; 

they were the victims. toan end unless she pays exactly w 

. To shew that both the English and Americans | French demand, and agrees to everyth 

were in accord with the French, I will relate the | wish, ie even to giving up the island of For- 

following circumstance:—When the disabled mosa lo 

French torpedo boat drifted past the neutral and it is r 

shippi 8 with the officer in command and that island tt 
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iE 
Ln 


FB 
nh 
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4 


“4 
F 
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some of the crew covered with blood, the whole the Im “Government at Peking. Needs 
_of the crews of both the oy and American must w ‘a certain well-known gentlen 
ships took to the rigging cheered the French. drives, as the proverb says. The French have 


“Our special? Says nothing of this, nor ives month now, and it ig only amatterofafew — “ 
ives 


saved by the U.S, 5S. £ or of those'to drive out the Chinese, whom they detest 
saved by the merchant : , yet many/And long may the French keep the bof 
re saved by these vessels. It is not to be ex- Formosa, for were they ten times as bad/as all 


as 
pected that would: give the French an credit| the Colquhouns in the world try to make them ; 
r sav © | : | 


‘sa fact 
id. aren adh ir boats, took the t0 the very best of the Chinese the writer has 
, ee cole ir had the good fortune to meet during thirty-one 
and French sn avenue residences Chan 
on _ a 


fe from the Chinese fleet was not one-ten 
‘what was first rted. v 
Had the Chinese had even one man of or- 
dinary administrative abilities to organize 
decided line of action, what a different tale 
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pen vith ie nd but for that and 
with his operations, a a 
fwo or three other little things, none of the 
French rebels would have left the alive! 
What a for the French that t little 
commander 
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THE POLITICAL POSITION. 


‘PUBLIC MEETING OF RESIDENTS. 


“A Publie Mostitig’ of the Forcign Residents of ‘all nationalitics in Shanghai was held on 
Tuesday, the 16th September, 1884, in the Lyceum Theatre, for the purpose of considering the 
present position of political affairs. ‘The meeting was convoked by a Committee appointed in 
actordance with a resolution passed at a preliminary meeting held on Saturday, the 13th September, 
and comprised of the following gentlemen, viz., Messrs. J. J. Keswick, J. G. Purdon, Robert 
Mackenzie, P. G. Hiibbe, W. 8S. Wetmore, A. G. Wood, H. R. Hearn, Adam Lind, and John 
Walter. Upwards of four hundred residents of all nationalities were present, among them being, 
in addition to the members of the Committee, who occupied seats on the stage, Bishop Boone, 
Arehdeacon Moule, the Rev. F. R. Smith, Dr. Young J. Allen, Dr. Gulick, Dr. Lambuth, Rev. W. 
W. Royall, Dr. Henderson, Dr. Milles, Dr. Zachariw, Dr. Perkins, W. Watson, Captain Bolton, 
Captain N. P. Andersen, Messrs. H. Melchers, St. C. Michaelsen, R. Francis, G. H. Wheeler, T. 
Waters, W. Birt, J. M. Cory, W. V. Drummond, F. W. Galles, J. M. Ringer, T. Latham, G. 
Lewis, E. G. Low, ©. Thorne, H. Evans, P. V. Grant, R. W. Little, A. Veitch, J. A. Taylor, J. 
Sharp, H. Dyer, F. W. Lemarchand, A. J. M. Inverarity, J. I. Miller, ©. Dowdall, E. E. Sassoon, 
J. H. Pinckvoss, T. Brown, W. Buchanan, J. 8. Ezekiel, R. W. Mustard, J. W. Hart, F. J. 
Marshall, Nils Méller, W. Saunders, G. McBain, E. Major, H. Morriss, J. H. Scott, J, W. 
Maclellan, A. Bielfeld, J. F. Cheetham, Aug. White, W. Brand, J. A.-Harvie, F. M. Stickler, E. 
©. Arbuthnot, H. Symons, E. P. Laleacca, M: H. Cook, W. B. Jamieson, H. T. Wade, ©. P. 
Donaldson, W. Judd, L. Moore, W. ©. Howard, A. Greathead, C. Deighton-Braysher, C. J. Ashley, - 
J. Hennipgsen, E. B. Drew, F. Borchardt, R. E. Wainewright, A. J. How, W. Dunman, C. J. 
Dudgeon, BE. H, Lavers, R. H. Percival, G. R. Corner (Secretary to the meeting), etc. A few 

_ Mr. Porpon rose and said—I beg to propose that Mr. J. J. Keswick the representative of one 
of the largest and oldest business firms in China, do take the chair at this meeting. (Cheers. ) 

_ Mr. Hearn seconded the resolution, and it was adopted. 

The Cuarrman said—Ladies and Gentlemen, this Committee was appointed on the 13th 
September at a preliminary meeting called for the purpose of considering the difficult position of 
affairs and of protecting the trade of Shanghai—and indeed I may say the trade of China at large. 
It would not be out of place, perhaps, if I were very briefly to sketch the circumstances under which 
we have found ourselves somewhat agitated during the past fortnight in consequence of things going 
on around us and emanating from the conduct of the belligerents, France and China. We were in 
some considerable alarm in regard to the affair of the Woosung Bar ; and it was impossible for any 
of us too much to dread such consequences as would flow from such an act. 1 am glad to inform the 
- gompany present that the Chamber of Commerce took immediate steps by placing itself in 
communication both with representatives in China and with Governments and bodies elsewhere, for 
the purpose of overcoming that difficulty. And I am extremely thankful to say that at the present 
time we may consider that the Woosung Bar is safe.—(Applause.) But there are very serious 
questions which arise from the state of hostilities that we are in—a state in which warlike operations 
are being carried on while yet there is no declaration of war, and we have reason to fear that as 
time goes on, serious complications may arise out of a disregard at the present time of these things, 
‘and of the strained and peculiar positions in which France and China are now operating. It is for 
that reason that we are gathered here together to-day ; the object for which we are striving is more 
that of peace than anything else, and that is what we come here for. We believe that the result to 
be attained by war is peace in the end ; and we believe that instead of going to war, France and 
China can get what they require by mediation, and so avoid the injury to property, the destruction 
of life and all the miseries which come in the ordinary course of war. Therefore, gentlemen, the 
Committee felt that the ouly way in which they could perform the duties which were entrusted to 
them on Saturday was’to call this meeting and ask the residents to give expression to their feelings 

mediation of Powers at home to bring about the end that all are striving for, without 
bloodshed. Therefore gentlemen I will draw your attention to the resolution which will very soon 
be proposed and submitted to this meeting for its approval. Of course, gentlemen, during the time 
—a very short time indeed—which we have been devoting to this resolution we have been more than 
once confronted with the statement that such high international affairs are affairs beyond the ken of 
this community ; but I for one would take the liberty to deny that statement. (Applause). | 
consider that beyond all doubt we are the victims of anything that may happen here ; and on that 
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ground, of being the victims of it—for we have no other connection with it—it is natural that we 
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should make our voices heard. If we, who are the sufferers, do not make our voices heard, I do 
not understand how we can expect people at a distance, in comparative ignorance with regard to 
us, to take any interest in our affairs. (Applause.) I think there is very little more to say, except 
that it has been one of the chief controlling inclinations of the Committee to put out of this 
discussion everything of a political character, everything that might cause any kind of recrimination 
on either party—not to say that France is right and China wrong, or that China is right and France 
wrong. It is merely a safeguard for the future that we are concerned in obtaining. I will say one 
word more and I have done, and that is with regard to the haste with which this agitation has been 
got up. It might have been well, perhaps, to have left it over for a week or ten days longer, but I 
doubt it very much. I think it can be perfectly satisfactorily gone into in a period of a quarter of 
an hour, and for that reason we have hastened it'on as much as possible ; and we believe that what 
we are going to represent in the various channels will not prove fruitless, but will enable people 
here to rest with greater comfort and safety than if this machinery had never beer set in motion. I 
will therefore call upon the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce to read the resolution, with 
which you doubtless are all familiar. (Applause.) 3 

Mr. Purpon— Whatever may be the result of this meeting, and. whatever may be the fate of 
this resolution which I have to propose—whether it meet with the cordial approval of all here 
present, as we hope it will do, or not—it is very evident that the subject of which it treats is one of | 
paramount interest to this community ; I think that is abundantly testified by this large assembly. 
I do not remember ever before seeing so large an assembly come together to di the commercial 
interests of this port. The resolution deals with the larger question of the disorganised state of 
China caused by the hostilities between France and China, The smaller—the local question, if I 
may so call it—of the blocking of the Woosung Bar, out of which this movement has sprung, has 
already been attended to by the Chamber of Commerce. I think you will agree with me that the 
Chamber acted promptly in that matter. (Applause) There was no time to get the sense of the 
community ; they took it for granted: and I hope~they acted satisfactorily for the community. 
(Cheers.) Although the subject has been before the public in the papers in an informal way, the 
public have not yet seen what was communicated to the Consuls, and as it may have some bearing 
on any discussion that may take place here to-day, I will, with your permission, read the letter which 
the Chamber of Commerce wrote to the Consuls, and their reply:— - 


Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce, 
9th September, 1884. 
S1a,—The Committee of this Chamber a informed that the Taotai of Shanghai has 


addressed a circular letter to the Consuls of the Powers at this port informing them that the 


“Chinese authorities were about to block up the mouth of the so as to prevent 


ingress and egress, except through a narrow channel, consider it their to call the attention 
the authorities to the very serious results which will ensue from such a edt , 

It may be safely averred that the very existence of Shanghai as a great 
maintenance of its costly and valuable properties, its en and the safety and 
inhabitants, both European and Chinese, depend upon freedom of its water 
and the Committee therefore with all the earnestness which so grave a 
or tampering with the river call for, that some 


to do what they 


interf or interrup 
_— ee Ge eee but ob toby th Chinese 


but where there is so much to be gained in the general interest of neutral 
every effort should be made to bring the Chinese to consent to such an arr nent, and they would 
ahasstoon De an 8 yee would convey the ideas of the Committee to the of Ministers at Peking 
and ask them to take such further steps as may seem advisable to prevent a course of action whic 
cannot but result in very serious consequences to the general trade of the port. : 
I have the honour to be, etc., 
To Dr. J. Lumrsen, J. G, PURDON, 
. H.G.M. Consul-General, | Chairman. 
Doyen of the Consular Body, Shanghai. 
Shanghai, 16th September, 
Sin,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your of the 9th instant to 
the narrowing of the W river. I here laid tho leteer-behoes say sollananen a ae 
held on the same day, it has been decided to forward it on to the Doyen of:the Diple 
Corps at Peking, which has been done accordingly. Soe 
J I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


His German Majesty's Conaul-General, and Senior Consul. 
To Joun G. Purpon, Esq., me | 
Chairman, Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce, Shanghai. | 
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That is with regard to the Woosung Bar ; but this present question seems to be one upon which the 
whole community has a right to speak. We have not’ thought it well to dwell upon technicalities, 
or to discuss moot points, or to argue about the interpretation of treaties. We know that our trade 
id being interrupted, and that it will be still more injured, if not destroyed, if the present state of 
things continue, and we say we have, as loyal people, the right to call on our Governments to do | 
what they can to remedy this. The mode we witl leave altogether to them. If the treaties are 
sufficient, it is their province to enforce them ; if it is a question of mediation, it is for them to 
mediate. What we say is that we have the right to call upon our Governments to see that we are 
not subjected needlessly to a continuance of the hardships we are now suffering. I will not make 
any further remarks. I wish my remarks to be as short as possible, as we think it is very desirable 
that all the remarks should be. At the same time, we think it is very desirable that everyone here 
who has any views on the subject, or anything to say, should say it, so that we may have the 
question fully discussed. You will see that the resolution has been slightly moditied from the one 


published in the morning paper. I beg to move :— | 


i make an urgent appeal 


reponderant interest, 
their goo to France and 


as satisfy the honowr of 


} mselves in‘communication by 


peculiar historical importance—events of the greatest, the most momentous interest to all of us. 
‘Our employment, our property, our prosperity are all involved and are all at stake. There can be 
no question that this being the largest foreign community in China, the community which represents 
‘the largest amount of :property and which speaks with more effect, necessarily than any other 
community at any of the ports of China—that this community ought to move in the matter ; and 
that it is its interest to.express its opinion and raise sits voice at this juncture I think cannot be 
denied. We are certainly most deeply interested in what is going forward round us; and we are 
speaking not only on behalf of ourselves, but on behalf of at least a hundred thousand Chinese 
whose interests are bound up with our own, and on behalf of all the other ports where foreign 
interests are involved, and Chinese interests mixed with them. The question is whether this war, 
which has been begun though it has not been declared, is going to give us any advantages which will 
«counterbalance the injuries which it will do to ourselves and to the nation among whom we live. It 
is a war in which no principles are involved ; it is nota war which has begun on any great principle 
or which will lead to any great advantage to either belligerent. It is, as the resolution says, a war 
which is at present based almost upon a.sentimental grievance. It is a question of honour, which 
‘no @oubt is a very <important thing, but which might be satisfied without years of hostilities. I 
submit that the-evils of a long war will far counterbalance any advantages which we foreigners are 
‘likely ‘to-derive. If it is continued, it may probably lead to a revolution, and nothing could be 
worse for foreigners than astruggle between rival candidates for the throne. It will undo all that 
has been deone.during the years of peace, during which China has certainly made strides towards 
progress, ‘At any rate we ‘know that its disadvantages are most: pressing and most serious. As 
regards the action which has been taken. by the Chamber of Commerce, I may say before I sit down 
that I am sorry to hear from the captain of a vessel that has come in this morning thatthe work at 
the Bar is going on most actively-—that the junks are being loaded with stones as fast.as they ean 
load them. Up to the present day they have contented themselves with covering the decks.with 
stones-so that they should look as if they werefull ; but. now they are actually filling them, so that 
‘immediate action is necessary. 1 sincerely hope that whatever remarks may be made upon the 
phraseology of this:motion, its principle will carry the meeting with it, so that.at any rate, if we 
suffer, we shall not suffer in silence, and so that we may feel that we have done our best to bring 
the belligerents to reason and put an end to the struggle. (Cheers. ) 
The CuainMAN was about to put the resolution to the meeting, when, 
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Mr. A. J. How rose and said—Mr. Chairman, I think it is undesirable that we should pass this 
resolution without discussing it. I rise chiefly with the object of commencing a discussion in the 
hope that others will continue it. The resolution which is before the meeting is, 1 think, unique ; 
it has the palm of originality and the merit of inoffensiveness. But the great question I think we 
have to consider is whether it, may not defeat the object which we all have in view. I have lived 
long enough to see the entrances to a quarrel of many States, but this is the first time in my 
experience that I have ever known neutrals trading in the country of either of the belligerents 
remonstrating through their own Governments against the continuance of a state of war because it 
would be detrimental to their own interests. Now there are seme parts—there is one part of the 
resolution here, which I think does not altogether correctly represent the state of affairs. It states 
that the casus belli is of a moral and sentimental character. ” I may be wrong, but I have been under 
the impression, and I have been supported in it by the statements of one of the parties, that the 
casus belli is an unwarranted attack by a Chinese force on French troops. Now if that is a moral 
and sentimental casus belli, I do not think I understand the true meaning of the words. The 
Tsung-li Yamén are generally conceived to be stiff-necked—strougly convinced of the superiority of 
their country ; and the fact that we are encouraging them in the position they have taken up is not 
at all unlikely to make the settlement of the trouble more difficult. They have set forth a piteous 
wail that those treaties with foreign Powers which now exist have been forced upon them under 
circumstances distasteful, as they euphoniously express it. Yet, notwithstanding these circum- 
stances, it has been the dear object of their lives to strictly carry out the provisions of those treaties. 
Now I think it is clear to everyone that that statement is a specious falsehood. I might perhaps 
go further, and say that the Tsung-li Yamén is a board especially constituted to evade and annul the 
provisions of the treaties as far as it is possible for them to Mo it. “ And you are also aware, gentle- 
men, that more than one of our Ministers have been grossly insulted in the course of the last few 
months. There is more than good reason to belieye that the attack by the Chinese soldiers at 
Langson was the wilful and deliberate act of the Tsung-li Yamén done with the deliberate idea of 
nullifying the Li-Fournier Treaty of Tientsin. The rights of that case we shall never understand, 
but if, as is probable, that is really the case, the Tsung-li Yamén (and here I am speaking of the 
Tsung-li Yamén as more or less representing the Government of China) are now about to receive the 
retribution they have provoked, and they so. justly deserve. Is it altogether wise on our part to 
shelter them from that punishment? If the Langson affair has been described by the French 
Government as treacherous, I do not know what the French Government will think of the attack 
on Keelung. That was done ata time when the two nations were treating for peace and when the 
time for the expiry of the ultimatum had not arrived. I pass over the proceedings at Foochow. 
It is an unfortunate event ; but it has been successful so far as destroying the Chinese fleet goes, 
and it has probably given the Chinese an idea of the impossibility of resisting a Eurgpean force. 
But I should have had in the resolution some deprecation of the irregular guerilla warfare that i is . 
now going on. It is paralysing our trade, destroying our industries and it will ruin our property ; 
and of this there seems to be no end, because we heard only yesterday that M. Ferry, I may say 
with an audacity which rivals that of his dear friend Mr. Gladstone (hisses and cheers) has declared 
that there is no war.—({Applause. ) 

After a pause, 

The Cyarrman said—Well, gentlemen, I have paused a little after the speech of Mr. es to 
see if anyone else was disposed to discuss this question, and there does not appear to be anyone, and 
therefore } think I may proceed to put)the resolution to the meeting. 

The CuarrMan then put the resolution to the meeting, and almost every baad was s held up in 
its favour. Before he could put the negative to the meeting, 

Mr. Nuts Moxter interposed and said—Before you put this resolution to the meeting will you 
permit me, as an old resident to give my opinion on these matters—as regards the French and 
Chinese difficulty. Gentlemen, no doubt we are in a. mess.—(Laughter.) We are in a great deal of 
trouble. However, if we look carefully into the matter, I believe that the origin of the trouble will 
be found inthe midst of us. It is a hard thing to say, but Iam almost certain of it. For many 
years we have been trading with the natives of this country. We have sold them ships; we have 
sold them arms ; we have sold them Krupp guns, and Gatling guns and Remington rifles all the time 
—all, it may be said, for filthy lucre. (Loud cheers and laughter.) But gentlemen they omitted one 
thing. They forgot to tell the natives of this country—or rather they had not the moral courage to 
tell them—that if you give them the instruments they have not got the men to work them. They 
might as well have given them electrical clocks.—(Laughter.) All this flattery has made them 
arrogant, Then we talk about the Frenchmen marching here and there, and we had even.a news- 
paper telling us the other day that the French ought to march straight to Peking—just as if a French 
army could march straight from Shanghai to Peking. That is the mistake we have made, and we 
have to suffer for it. For my part, I think in this matter the French have shown a great deal of 
nioderation and patience. They have allowed the Chinese every chance that they could ; they have 
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gone on dilly-dallying for a whole month trying to bring the people to terms ; but of course they did 
nof do it, and at the last extremity they had to take to hard means. About the blocking up of the 
WwW posung Bar—they have been talking about it for a long time but I do not believe they will do it. 
But if they did we could not help ourselves. We cannot prevent the Chinese from stopping their 
own ports. What the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in London says will not amount to a 
snap of my finger, because they will know that we are at the bottom of it.—(Laughter.) They will 
know that we have got ourselves into trouble, and they will not take any notice. The Marquis 
Tséng some months ago was bamboozling the whole diplomatic body of Great Britain. If the 
French marched on Bacninh it was to be a casus belli, but when the French got there the first. thing 
the Chinese did was to clear out. Gentlemen, we have been flattering these people too much, and 
_ we suffer for it now. The best thing—I have been here for twenty-five years—is to tell the natives 
the truth. But we have been flattering them all the way along, until they have been thinking that 
by buying arms and implements they can conquer the whole world. Whether this resolution is 
passed or not I am not concerned in, because for my part I do not believe that if it is passed it will 
my any weight at home.—({Loud cheers. ) 

' The Cuarmman then’ put the negative of the resolution to the meeting, and declared the 
resolution carried with three dissentients. 

Mr. Drummonp—Before we separate to-day it is well to put through another small piece of 
business tending in the same direction as that which has just been accomplished. The resolution 
which has just been passed, practically unanimously asks the Committee to use their best efforts in 
the direction of mediation, and so to bring about peace between the two belligerents. That is an 
excellent object, and if that resolution will tend to bring about the desired end one moment sooner, 
no one’s time,to-day will have been wasted. I have, however, at this moment one other object in 
view, and that is to propose a resolution which I am happy to say has met with approval by all the 
members of the Committee and which will be seconded by the Chairman of the Meeting. The 
resolution is in wider terms than the one that has been read to you. I will first read it, and then 
give the facts which make it desirable in my opinion that that resolution should be brought forward 
to-day :— 


**That the Committee be requested to take all such steps as they nray consider desirable for the 
purpose of preserving intact all the rights and privileges vested in the members of this community 


under the existing treaties.” 


That resolution, as you will see, is very short, but very wide ; and I think it is desirable that this 
- Committee should have the power, if they should find that the circumstances make it desirable to 
exercise it either now or in the immediate future, to take some other steps beyond those mentioned 
in the resolution already passed, and obtain for us a security that the rights which already belong 
to us under the treaties already existing shall be respected. I might perhaps first refer to the 
fact, which has perhaps struck most of you, that in the recent Peking Decrees we have had, I 
think, somewhat of a novelty rather frequently—we have had constant references to international 
law. That is somewhat a new departure, and I think must have struck those who take an interest 
in such matters with some degree of surprise. Books on international law are quoted, and the 
quotations read well, and, I have no doubt, are correctly copied ; but they are inaccurately applied. 
They are quoted as if the question was one between two great and wholly independent Powers, or as 
if they had the same application where one of the parties was under disabilities by being bound 
down by treaty obligations. The fact of these disabilities appears to be forgotten, and therefore 
many of the passages quoted are wholly irrelevant, or have a very limited application. -I do not 
know who has the honour to supply the Chinese Government with these quotations, but whoever 
he is, neither he nor the Government seems to have the requisite knowledge to apply them properly. 

I may take an instance that has been referred to by the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce 
already, and about which he has read us a most interesting letter addressed by the Chamber to the 
Doyen of the Consular body and his. réply—I refer to the Woosung Bar. Now we have had 
to-day statements from the Chairman of the Meeting and from the Chairman of the Chamber of 
Commerce to the effect that the danger with regard to the Woosung Bar was practically over. Mr. 
Wainewright says, however, that there is great reason to doubt that. “From personal observation 
I see no reason to believe that the danger is over in any degree. Two days ago thework of filling 
those junks with stones was going on. Mr. Nils Miller, in his eloquent address, has stated that in 
his opinion however desirable it may be to take these steps no one has any right under the treaty 
to prevent the Chinese from taking any steps they please to protect themselves; in other words 
they are at perfect liberty to stop the ingress and egress of merchant ships and do anything they 
like. I rather think he is wrong on that point, and he, like many others equally ignorant, will be 
glad to learn, I think, that our position is infinitely better than that. There is a clause in the 
Treaty between the United States and China bearing upon this very question. It is Article XXIV 
of the Treaty between the United States and China, signed in June, 1858 :— 


‘. ; 


1 % ] 6 
‘Art. XX VI.—Relations of peace and amity between the United Staties and China being 
established by this treaty, and the vessels of the United States being admitted to trade freel 
to and from the ports of China open to foreign commerce ; it is further agreed that, in case at any 
time hereafter China should be at war with any foreign nation whatever, and should for that cause 
- exclude such nation from entering her ports, still the vessels of the United States shall not the less 
continue to pursue their commerce in freedom and security, and to transport to and from the 
ports of the belligerent powers, full respect being paid to the neutrality of flag of the United 
States, provided that the said flag shall not protect vessels engaged in the trans i 
or soldiers in the enemy’s ships, with their cargoes, to enterany of the ports of a; but-all such. 
vessels so offending be subject to forteiture and confiscation to the Chinese Government.” 


other foreign nation, and in spite of that the Chinese have bound themselves by a foreign treaty 
that they will still allow ingress and egress freely to the ships of the United States. Obviously that 
can not be done if they block up the channel so that it is impossible for American ships to come 
in and go out. A similar clause exists in the Treaty betwéen France and China, 1860, and 
between Italy and China, dated 1866. We will put aside the Treaty with France, as, that nation 
being a belligerent, the treaty is non-existent for the moment; but the Treaty with Italy is 
identical. The clause is as follows :— : bce 


** Should China be at war with another power this circumstance shall not in any way interfere 
with the free trade of Italy with China or with the opposing nation. Italian vessels may always, 
except in the case of effective blockade, sail without o e from the ports of the one to the ports 
of the other, trade in the ordinary manner, and import and export of every kind of merchandise 
not prohibited,” | 
I do not know that it would be possible to get'in plainer language the position in case of a war 
between China and another Power. China, attempting to defend herself, will find her attempts to 
‘defend herself limited in certain directions. She may attempt'to stop the ships of the enemy from 
going in, but she must keep the channel open for the ships of commerce of neutral nations. I 
think nothing could express it more plainly than this clause dees; and it is very important that 
this clause should be carried out in its integrity. I need hardly remind you that the clause known 
as the ‘‘ Most Favoured Nation Clause ”, gives to Government or subjects of the country in whose 
treaty it is inserted ‘‘ free and equal participation in all privileges, immunities, and advantages 
that may have been, or may be hereafter, granted -by His Majesty the Emperor of China to the 
Government or subjects of any other nation.” This clause has been inserted in the Treaties 
with England and nearly every other Powet, and therefore whatever Treaty that other clause 
in, it is of equal xalue to us all, no matter what country we-may belong to. Therefore when 
China set to work to put stone-laden junks on the Woosung Bar she did what was, knowingly 
or unknowingly, a most distinct violation of our treaty rights. It is very important, I think, that 
we should all endeavour intelligently to understand the rights and privileges that we do enjoy 
under these treaties here, and, as has been well said already today, if we ourselves do not stir 
to obtain, first a knowledge of them entirely, and secondly «a recognition of them, it is hardly 
for us to expect that. others not so vitually interested, as we are, should take ‘the trouble we 
do not take for ourselves. It is very important that we should do what we can to secure 
to ourselves a continuance of the rights that belong to‘us. I do not say we should ask for 
any further rights, but it is important that we should find out what rights belong to us and 
insist upon them. I will not occupy your time any longer, but I hardly think your ‘time has been 
wasted if,it has brought to your minds a knowledge that we are now in a better position than we 
previously thought we were, because it is obvious to every one of us that our existence here, or at 
all events our prosperity here, wholly depends on the trade of Shanghai, and that ‘the ‘trade of 
Shanghai depends almost, if not wholly, upon the facilities of ingress and egress of this ‘port, ‘and if 
we are sure that we can, in all circumstances of hostility as well as peace, keep that channel open 
for the purposes of commerce, we have gone along way towards establishing the security of the 
commerce of Shanghai, both now and in the future.—({Applause. ) 

Mr. Purpon—I should like to make one explanation. Mr. Drummond is mistaken in’thinking 
that I said that the obstruction of the Woosung Bar was being put a stop to. All 1 said was that 
the Chamber of Commerce, not having time to consult the Community, took immediate action. 

Mr. DrummMonp—The phrase was,I think, ‘Phe Woosung Bar is safe.” 

Mr. Purpvon—-Not from me. . 

The Cuarnman—It was I who said that. I made that statement with the impression that 
what I was saying was strictly accurate, because I thought that the driving of piles and filling with 
stones and sinking of junks had been abandoned, though the junks were still there, and that the 
action of the Viceroy and the Tao-t‘ai had been countermanded. Even at the preserit titte, though 
I have heard with regret what Mr. Wainewright has ‘told ts, I believe that pdlicy has “been 
abandoned. 1 make that statement by way of explanation. ‘I have much pleasure in ‘seconding 
Mr. Drummond's proposition. It is exceedingly useful that there should be an organised ‘body 

ready at all times to safeguard our interests and to prevent any action which is likely to infringe 
the rights of the merchants of Shanghai—and not only the merchants, but ‘residents of ‘all 


kinds, merchants or sinliiatis: didiiabies lawyers. We are all equally interested, and it will be 
a benefit to all of us to have a body ready at hand, so avoiding the necessity of calling a public 
meeting with all the difficulties of organising it. I have therefore great pleasure in seconding the | 
proposal of Mr. Drummond, and before I put it to the meeting I shall pause a minute to see if 
there are any dissentient voices on that subject. 
No one rising, the Chairman put the resolution to the meeting, and it was carried unanimously. 
The Cuarrman—I will ask the company before they go if anyone else has any thing to propose 
or say. If not, the meeting is concluded. 
Mr. Drummonp suggested that it was desirable, as the Committee might exist for a considerable 
length of time, that they should have power to add to their number. 
The CuarrMan concurred, and the following was added as a rider to Mr. Drummond’s motion : 
** And that the Committee be empowered to add to their number.” 
_ The meeting then broke up. 
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Local Notice to Mariners, No. 17. 


Anping Light extinguished. Fisher 
Island and South Cape Lights, 
continued exhibition of, not to be 
reckoned on. | 


Ir is hereby notified that the ‘Light on Fort Zealandia, at Anping, 


i. 
f 


South Formosa, was extinguished on the 26th ultimo, until further 
notice. 
-Shipmasters are warned not to reckon on the continued exhibition 


of the Lights at Fisher Island and South Cape during the present 


blockade of the ports and coast of Formosa. 


H. J. MEADE, 


Harbour Master. 
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Approved : 
J. McLEAVY BROWN, 


Commissioner of Customs. 


Custom House, 
Amoy, 1st December 188%. 
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Notice is hereby given that a light-boat, showing a white light 
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By Order of the Inspector General of Customs, : 
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A. M. BISBEE, 


Coast Inspector. 


IMPERIAL MARITIME Customs, 
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of the 
_ UNITED STATES ; 
- WASHINGTON D.C. 


The inteadgliaies Citizens of the United States, residing in Canton, China, beg leave to present the following 
petition to Your Excellency. — 

Though we have no voice in the selection of our Consul, as our fellow-citizens at home have in the selection 
of many of those who hold offixe among them, we would respactfully claim a hearing with regard to our preference as 
to the gentlem1n who occupies the important office of Consul among us. 

A Consul in China is something more than a mere Commercial Agus; as he is the only medium of intercourse 
between us and the native officials. 

In such intercourse, firmness and promptitude are needed ; as well as tact and suavity. 

Hon Charles Seymour, the present occupant of the office in Canton, has been with ns during the trying times 
which we have gone through, during the past two years of strained relations between the Chinese and all foreigners. 

We are happy to bear testimony to the ability, promptness, and courtesy, with which he has conducted 
affairs ; as well as to his personal qualities as a gentleman. 

We would, therefore, earnestly request that Mr. Seymour be retained in his present position of United States 
Consul. 

This is the unanimous desire of all the Citizens of the United States residing here, without reference to our 

political affiliations ; as we comprise thoss whose preferences are with each of the parties in the United States. 
For all which your petitioners most respectfully and humbly pray. 
Canton, Cutna, er, 1885. 
Signed by 
Messrs, RUSSELL & Co., Established in 1824. 
Rev. A. P. HAPPER, D. D.—American Presbyterian Mission, since 1844; frou Pennsylvania. 
Rev. R. H. GRAVES, D. D.—Americin (South) Baptist Mission, since 1854; from Maryland. 
Frederic D. Bush, from New York. 
_ Nelson BE. Bryant, ,, Massachusetts. 
ane Stebbins,  ,, Connecticut. 
* W » Massachusetts. 
» New York. 
» California. 
+» Ohio. 
» New York. 
ain » Mississippi. 
; Ry ” Se. 
F. C, Hickson, South Carolina ; 
AND ALL UNOFFICIAL AMERICAN CITIZENS RESIDING IN CANTON, CHINA. 
Similar request was addressed to the Secretary of State, Washington D.C. These petitions, entirely unsolicit- 


el, wre i ay to the Coasul by Rov. Dr. Graves, t> bs forwwded to Washinz‘on ; an: elicited the fullowing. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


Dear Dr. GRAVES. 

Your kind note of this dats, with the m:mprials of th» Atawrisi residoats in Cinton, to the President of the 
United States, and to the Secretary of Stats, asking that I may be retained here as Consul, cime to hand this morning; 
and for these tokens of friendly rezard, please accept for yourself, and couvey to others concerned, my thankfal 
acknowledgment. Whether this reynest of the Amorican residents ia Canton shali, or shall not, be granted; I 
shall ever cherish remembrance of their kindness ; and be comforted by a consciousness of having served them and our 
Goverament faithfally during trying and eventful times. 


Very Respectfully Yours, 


CHARLES SEYMOUR. 
United States Consulate, Canton, January, 13th 1685. 
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